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1 Niceism 



N.ce- 1Sm n. tendency, more or less socially codified, to approach 
reality in terms of whether others Mme w/rf/fl% ^ 

*""" "*** "« *"» «■ acting for oneself, mode of 
interaction based upon the above absence of critical judgement or 

autonomy. 



AJ of us prefer what is friendly, sincere, pleasant-nice 
But m an .mmiserated world of pervasive and real rri 
»S, wh,ch should be causing all of us to rad aI " 
reassess everything, the nice can be The false. V 

I he face of domination is often a smiline one a ml 

™ &TK wh0 5-'"'" ** "-* - *^3 

ntae"^"^ ind,,de °" """""«• "*°» «■»< * 



the top of "their" organization, and Fifth Estate, whose high- 
ly important contributions now seem to be in danger of an 
eclipse by liberalism. AH the single-issue causes, from ecolo- 
gism to feminism, and all the militancy in their service, are 
only ways of evading the necessity of a qualitative break 
with more than just the excesses of the system. 

The nice as the perfect enemy of tactical or analytical 
thinking: Be agreeable; don't let having radical ideas make 
waves in your personal behavior. Accept the pre-packaged 
methods and limits of the daily strangulation. Ingrained 
deference, the conditioned response to "play by the 
rules"— authority's rules— -this is the real Fifth Column, the 
one within us. ~*W"" 

In the context of a mauled social life that demands the 
drastic as a minimum response toward health, niceism 
becomes more and more infantile, conformist and danger- 
ous. It cannot grant joy, only more routine and isolation. 
The pleasure of authenticity exists only against the grain of 
society. Niceism keeps us all in our places, confusedly repro- 
ducing all that we supposedly abhor. Let's stop being nice to 
this nightmare and all who would keep us in it. 



finding its current apotheosis in Virtual Reality. 

The escapism of VR is not the issue, for which of us 
could get by without escapes? Likewise, it is not so much a 
diversion from consciousness as it is itself a consciousness of 
complete estrangement from the natural world. Virtual 
Reality testifies to a deep pathology, reminiscent of the 
Baroque canvases of Rubens that depict armored knights 
mingling with but separated from naked women. Here the 
'alternative' techno-junkies of Whole Earth Review, pioneer 
promoters of VR, show their true colors. A fetish of tools', 
and a total lack of interest in critique of society's direction, 
lead to glorification of the artificial paradise of VR. 

The consumerist void of high tech simulation and manipu- 
lation owes its dominance to two increasing tendencies in 
society, specialization of labor and the isolation of individuals. 
From this context emerges the most terrifying aspect of evil: it 
tends to be committed by people who are not particularly evil. 
Society, which in no way could survive a conscious inspection 
is arranged to prevent that very inspection. 

The dominant, oppressive ideas do not permeate the 
whole of society, rather their success is assured by the frag- 
mented nature of opposition to them. Meanwhile, what 
society dreads most are precisely the lies it suspects it is 
built upon. This dread or avoidance is obviously not the 
same as beginning to subject a deadening force of circum- 
stances to the force of events. 

Adorno noted in the '60s that society is growing more 
and more entrapping and disabling. He predicted that even- 
tually talk of causation within society would become mean- 
ingless: society itself is the cause. The struggle toward a soci- 
ety— if it could still be called that— of the face-to-face, in and 
of the natural world, must be based on an understanding of 
society today as a monolithic, all-encompassing death march. 



survey of high schoolers released 9/19/91, which found that 
27 percent of them "thought seriously" about suicide in 
the preceding year. 

It could be that the social, with its growing testimony to 
alienation— mass depression, the refusal of literacy, the rise 
of panic disorders, etc.— may finally be registering political- 
ly. Such phenomena as continually declining voter turnout 
-mid deep distrust of government led the Kettering 
Foundation in June '91 to conclude that "the legitimacy of 
our political institutions is more at issue than our leaders 
imagine," and an October study of three states (as reported 
by columnist Tom Wicker, 10/14/91) to discern "a danger- 
ously broad gulf between the governors and the governed." 
The longing for nonmutilated life and a nonmutilated 
world in which to live it collides with one chilling fact: 
underlying the progress of modern society is capital's insa- 
tiable need for growth and expansion. The collapse of state 
capitalism in Eastern Europe and the USSR leaves only the 
'triumphant' regular variety, in command but now confront- 
ed insistently with far more basic contradictions than the 
ones it allegedly overcame in its pseudo-struggle with 
'socialism'. Of course, Soviet industrialism was not qualita- 
tively different from any other variant of capitalism, and far 
more importantly, no system of production (division of 
labor, domination of nature, and work-and-pay slavery in 
more or less equal doses) can allow for either human happi- 
ness or ecological survival. 

We can now see an approaching vista of all the world as 
a toxic, ozone-less deadness. Where once most people 
looked to technology as a promise, now we know for certain 
that it will kill us. Computerization, with its congealed tedi- 
um and concealed poisons, expresses the trajectory of soci- 
ety, engineered sleekly away from sensuous existence and 



2 Technology 



Tech-nol-o-gy n. According to Webster's: industrial or applied 
science. In reality: the ensemble of division of labor/production/ 
industrialism and its impact on us and on nature. Technology is the 
sum of mediations between us and the natural world and the sum 
of those separations mediating us from each other. It is all the 
drudgery and toxicity required to produce and reproduce the stage 
of hyper-alienation we languish in. It is the texture and the form of 
domination at any given stage of hierarchy and commodification. 



Those who still say that technology is "neutral," "merely 
a tool," have not yet begun to consider what is 
involved. Junger, Adorno and R^feeimer, Ellul and a 
few others over the past decades— not to mention the crush- 
ing, all but unavoidable truth of technology in its global and 
personal toll— have led to a deeper approach to the topic 
Thirty-five years ago the esteemed philosopher jaspers 
wrote that "Technology is only a means, in itself neither 
good nor evil. Everything depends upon what man makes of 
it, for what purpose it serves him, under what conditions he 
places it." The archaic sexism aside, such superficial faith in 
specialization and technical progress is increasingly seen as 
ludicrous. Infinitely more on target was Marcuse when he 
suggested in 1964 that "the very concept of technical reason 
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